
Fellowship Baptist Church, June 14, 2015—PM 

Message: “Shinar, Land of Sin”-- Zechariah 5:5-11 
 
INTRODUCTION: The 7th vision of Zechariah:  The woman sitting in an ephah: the 
removal of sin from the land.—5:5-11 
 
I.  The vision: 
 A.  Zechariah sees an ephah.—v. 5-6 
  1.  “Ephah” a container for measuring grain, about the size of a bushel. 
  2.  It was the largest measuring container used at that time. 

3.  “Resemblance”—the eye, the RSV translates it appearance.  
 B.  Zechariah sees a woman sitting in the ephah.—v. 7 
  1.  A talent of lead serves as the lid to the ephah. 
      (“Talent” the heaviest weight use at that time.) 
  2.  There is a woman sitting inside the ephah. 
 C.  The woman represents the wickedness of the land.—v. 8 
  1.  The wickedness collected and cast into the Ephah 
  2.  The lid closed so it is contained. 
 D.  Zechariah sees two women caring the ephah to Shinar.—v. 9-11 
  1.  A house built for the wickedness.—v. 11 (A permanent dwelling.) 
  2.  The seat of wickedness is the land of Shinar. 
 
II.  The land of Shinar identified. 
 A.  The plain of Shinar is the area between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers.  ( 
 B.  Shinar is the area of Babylon and is associated with evil in Scripture.  
  1.  It is the place of Israel’s captivity.—Dan. 1:1-2; Ps. 137;  
  2.  It is first mentioned in association with Nimrod.—Gen. 10:9-10 

3.  It was the place of defiance following the flood.—Gen. 11:2-4 
  4.  It will be the place of the final rebellion against God.—Rev. 18:1-5 

 
III.  The message of the vision:  There is coming a day when evil will be removed from  
       the land. 
 A.  Sin will be removed from the land of Israel.—Isa. 11 & 12 
  1.  Jerusalem will be at peace. 
  2.  Jerusalem restored. 
  3.  Israel will flourish. 
 B.  Sin will one day be removed from the earth.--II Peter 3:12-13; .  
  1.  The parable of the wheat and the tares.—Matt. 13:24-30;  
  2.  The parable of the net.—Matt. 13:47-50. 
  3.  The picture of the new city.—Rev. 21:22-27 
 
CONCLUSION:  There is coming a day when all evil will be removed and destroyed.  The 
earth will be filled with righteousness.  Let us look forward to t 


